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F|LE16[E HONORABLE MELINDA YOUNG

2022 NOV 04;07 PM
KING %}f ate: December 15, 2022, 9:00 a.m.

SUPERIOR COURT CLERKWITH ORAL ARGUMENT
E-FILED
CASE #: 21-2-08166-1 SEA

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF KING

I il

Plaintiff, No. 21-2-08166-1 SEA
V.
DECLARATION OF RONDA
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ZOOLOGICAL SCHWETZ IN SUPPORT OF
PARKS AND AQUARIUMS INC. d/b/a DEFENDANT SCHWETZ’S
ASSOCIATION OF ZOOS & AQUARIUMS, a MOTION FOR SUMMARY

Maryland corporation doing business in King County, JUDGMENT
Washington, et al., and RONDA SCHWETZ, a
resident of the State of Wisconsin, individually and the
marital community composed thereof,

Defendants.

I, Ronda Schwetz, declare as follows under the penalty of perjury of the laws of the
State of Washington:

1. I am over the age of 18 and otherwise competent to testify to the matters set forth
herein and do so based on my personal knowledge.

2. I have been a resident of the State of Wisconsin since 2010. I moved to Madison
in 2010, when I took a job as Deputy Director of the Henry Vilas Zoo in Madison (“HVZ”).

HVZ is a municipal zoo owned and operated by Dane County, Wisconsin, and therefore, I am
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an employee of Dane County. HVZ is one of the few remaining admission-free community-
sponsored zoos in the United States. In October 2011, I was promoted to the position of
Executive Zoo Director for HVZ. From October 2011 to the present, I have been employed as
the HVZ Executive Zoo Director.

3. I have known the plaintift, _ since approximately 2010 when we
met at an orangutan workshop. Eventually, we became friends. From the beginning of our
friendship- told me that he was gay, and I have personally met one of more of his male
partners. I am a married, heterosexual female, with two children.

4. _ contends that I was his day-to-day supervisor at HVZ, which is
untrue. The HVZ provided him space at HVZ to perform his work, but at all times he was
employed by the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

5. As part of my role as Executive Director of HVZ, I have been an active member
of the Association of Zoos & Aquariums (“AZA”). In September 2018, I attended the AZA’s
Annual Conference in Seattle, Washington. One of the reasons I attended this conference was
that HVZ was up for accreditation by the AZA, and I needed to be physically present at the
conference in order to attend meetings related to this accreditation process (which is within the
scope of my employment as Executive Zoo Director for HVZ). During this 2018 AZA Annual
Conference in Seattle, I was also elected by the AZA as the chairperson of the AZA’s Ethics
Board. I did not attend the entire annual conference in Seattle; I left 1-2 days early and returned
home to Wisconsin to attend to work matters. I have not returned to the State of Washington
since the 2018 Annual AZA Conference in Seattle.

6. On October 13, 2021, the Seattle Municipal Court entered a “Stipulated Order of

Continuance and Waiver of Rights.” It is my understanding that under the terms of this
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document, if I meet certain conditions, all criminal charges filed against me by the City of
Seattle (per the complaint by_ will be dismissed after October 13, 2023, with no
plea or conviction.

DECLARED under penalty of perjury this15  day of November 2022 at Madison,

Wisconsin.

onda Schwetz
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
The undersigned hereby certifies under the laws of the state of Washington that on the
date written below, I caused a true and correct copy of the foregoing with the Clerk of the Court

using the KCSC e-filing system, which will send notification of such filing to the following:
HAGENS BERMAN SOBOL SHAPIRO LLP SCHROETER GOLDMARK & BENDER

Martin D. McLean, WSBA No. 33269 Elizabeth Hanley, WSBA No. 38233
1301 Second Avenue, Suite 2000 810 Third Avenue, Suite 500
Seattle, WA 9810 1 Seattle, WA 98104

Telephone: (206) 623-7292 Telephone: (206) 622-8000
Facsimile: (206) 623-0594 Facsimile: (206) 682-2305

Email: martym@hbsslaw.com Email: hanley@sgb-law.com
Attorney for Plaintiff Attorney for Plaintiff

LEWIS BRISBOIS BISGAARD & SMITH
LLP

Benjamin J Stone, WSBA #33436

Sarah D. Macklin, WSBA #49624

Kylene Slocum, WSBA #58600

1111 Third Avenue, Suite 2700

Seattle, Washington 98101

Phone: (206) 436-2020

Email: Benjamin.Stone@lewisbrisbois.com
Email: Sarah.Macklin@lewisbrisbois.com
Email: Kylene.Slocum(@lewisbrisbois.com

Attorneys for American Association of
Zoological Parks and Aquariums Inc.

Executed November 17, 2022, at Seattle, Washington.

s/Lois Widmer
Lois Widmer, Legal Secretary
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